
36th Annual Ceremony and Dinner
SPONSORED BY

HUMANITARIAN AWARDS



Order of the  
Evening

Wednesday, October 2, 2019

* Photos Courtesy of Tempe History Museum



OPENING REMARKS 
Matt Yurus, Anchor / Reporter, 12 News

TITLE SPONSOR WELCOME 
Nancy Blevins, Manager, SRP Safety Services

YOUNG HUMANITARIAN SCHOLAR PRESENTATION 
Genevieve Vega, Secretary, Tempe Community Council Board of Directors

TCC IMPACT AWARD PRESENTATION 
Tammy Reed, Don Carlos Co-Chair & Vice President, Tempe Community Council Board of Directors 

DON CARLOS AWARD HISTORY 
Julie Armstrong, Don Carlos Chair & Resource Committee Chair,  

Tempe Community Council Board of Directors

DON CARLOS VIDEO PRESENTATION 
Produced by Josh Heller, Mirage Productions

2019 DON CARLOS HUMANITARIAN OF THE YEAR PRESENTATION 
Brittany Franklin, Director of Strategic Partnerships & Communication,  

Tempe Elementary School District 

CITY OF TEMPE PROCLAMATION 
Mayor Mark Mitchell, City of Tempe

TCC INSPIRATION AND VISION 
Nathanael Pretlow, President, Tempe Community Council Board of Directors 

Brandon Willey, Past President, Tempe Community Council Board of Directors

CLOSING REMARKS 
Matt Yurus, Anchor / Reporter, 12 News  



DON CAR LOS 
HUMANITARIAN 

OF  THE  Y EAR

C H R I S T I N E
H O D DY  

 B U S C H

Leader. Builder. Healer. Connector. Visionary. 

 
for our community. 

As a graduate of Arizona State University and Western Michigan University  
with degrees, certifications and endorsements in Educational Leadership, English  
as a Second Language, Special Education, Learning and Emotional Disabilities, 
Speech Pathology/Audiology, and Elementary Education, Christine uses her  
education and training in leadership to strengthen her commitment to  
community. She has worked in the Tempe Elementary School District for over  
30 years serving as the Superintendent for the last nine years, and has a long  
history of advocating for education and community involvement. 

During her tenure as superintendent, Christine has worked to increase student  
success, and to rebuild a district previously grappling with reduced funding,  
declining enrollment, and school closures. She committed to reopen and  

 
enhance the community, increase property values and to provide cutting edge  
and engaging learning environments for TD3 students. Under her leadership,  
enrollment has increased annually and the district passed a capital override,  
maintenance and operations override and $165M bond. Christine also led the  
district, in partnership with the City of Tempe, to house high-quality preschool  
classrooms as part of the Tempe PRE pilot program serving over 400 of  
Tempe’s youngest children. 

In the community, Christine has taken on a wide range of leadership roles  
including current board positions with Tempe Impacts Education Foundation,  
Assistance League of the East Valley and the Arizona Business and Education  
Coalition. In addition, she currently serves on the National League of Cities Early 
Childhood Network, Council of Champions for the National Campaign for Grade  
Level Reading, Read On Arizona, Read On Tempe, City of Tempe College Connect 
and Achieve 65. She is a member of three Tempe Kiwanis Clubs including the  
Kiwanis Club of Tempe, the Sunrise Kiwanis Club of Tempe, and the Kiwanis Nuevo 
Club of Tempe. As a member of the Superintendents’ Collaborative Network, she 
helps coach new Arizona superintendents 
 
Throughout her career, Christine’s devotion and dedication to advocating for  
others has only increased. She continues to build and heal the city around her,  
while creating the best possible environment for every child in the City of Tempe. 
Christine Hoddy Busch is the embodiment of a humanitarian devoted to innovation 
and transformation and continues to have a daily impact in our community. 

Christine Hoddy Busch is an influential leader in 
our community who strives for innovation and 
excellence. Her countless hours of service and 
leadership has improved the well-being of children, 
families, and the community. 



A long-time advocate for children, Bernadette has dedicated much  
of her life work to her community and improving the lives of others.  

Currently, she serves as a member of the board of directors for E3 Africa and a member  
of the Diversity and Inclusion Committee for the Tempe Union High School District, and  
recently was a governing board member in the Kyrene Elementary School District. She  
has been deeply involved with the East Valley Women’s League and the Tempe 
Coalition, a Tempe Community Council program that increases awareness of substance 
abuse among Tempe youth. A longtime advocate for children with Dyslexia, Bernadette 
was instrumental in the passage of state legislation that ultimately led to the adoption 
of a handbook on Dyslexia identification and intervention that is now being used in 
schools through the Arizona Department of Education. Bernadette personifies civic 
pride and has made a lasting impact in the Tempe community.  

A recent graduate of Corona del Sol High School, Brooke Schmidt has made 
a significant impact both at school and in the community.  

She has assisted organizations such as Maggie’s Place, March of Dimes, Arizona Animal 
Welfare League, and the City of Tempe. While volunteering at March of Dimes, Brooke 
worked with her fellow classmates to raise funds to benefit and support both mothers 
and babies. Through activities with family, school clubs, and volunteering, she has 
continued to support others in need, impacting youth, mothers, babies, animals and 
the larger Tempe community. Now, as a student at the University of Arizona, studying 
environmental engineering, Brooke plans to become involved in the Engineers Without 
Borders Club and hopes to develop projects that will be life-changing to those in need. 

TCC IMPACT AWARD

Bernadette Coggins

YOUNG HUMANITARIAN SCHOLAR 

Brooke Schmidt

HUMANITARIAN AWARDS



1984     Dr. William Payne 
1985     Leonard Monti, Sr. 
1986     Margaret & William Kajikawa
1987     Jinnett B. Kirk 
1988     Peggy Bryant
1989     Eliza Carney
1990     Naomi Harward 
1991      Mimi & Mac Bohlman 
1992     Virginia Tinsley
1993     Betty & John Waters
1994     Pat Hatton
1995     Lawn Griffiths
1996     Rudy Campbell
1997     Bobbie & George Overby
1998     Sue & Bob Lofgren
1999     Carol E. Smith
2000    Sue Searcy
2001     Zita Johnson

   2002    Bobbie & Don Cassano
   2003    David B. Cutty
   2004    Joseph P. Spracale
   2005    Jane & Dick Neuheisel
   2006    Gail Fisher & Mel Kessler
   2007    Linda Spears
   2008    Pen Johnson
   2009    Sue Ringler
   2010     Catherine May & Dan Abbott
   2011      Alice & Ralph Goitia
   2012     Harry Mitchell
   2013     Kerry Fetherston
   2014     Neil G. Giuliano
   2015     Raveen Arora
   2016     Shana Ellis
   2017     Kathy Stevens
   2018     Christine Kajikawa Wilkinson

D O N  C A R L O S  H U M A N I TA R I A N S

CELEBRATING 
36 YEARS

HONORING TEMPE’S  
FOUNDING HUMANITARIAN
Charles Trumbull Hayden
1825-1900
 
From the beginning, he spent his life  
working to help those in need. 

DON CARLOS HISTORY
Charles Trumbull Hayden was one of Tempe’s founders and a great  
humanitarian. “Don Carlos,” as the Spanish pioneers a�ectionately  
called him, was known across Arizona for the assistance he provided  
to people in need. To honor the Hayden legacy, Tempe Community  
Council annually presents the Don Carlos Humanitarian Award, 
Tempe’s most prestigious distinction.

HUMANITARIAN AWARDS



BOARD OF  D IRECTORS

Nathanael Pretlow, President

Tamara Reed, Vice President

Genevieve Vega, Secretary

Rachel Lambert, Treasurer

Brandon Willey, Past President

Christina Rabussay, Member-at-Large 

Rustyn Sherer, Member-at-Large  
 
Octavia Harris
Executive Director

Gino Andreozzi
Julie Armstrong 
Raveen Arora
Nancy Blevins
Patricia Brown
Elizabeth Cling
Sharon Doyle
Jim Hall
Christina Hudson

Dave Humble
Sarah Kader
Diane Miller
Dorothy Rasmussen
Nikki Ripley
Jay Scherotter
Lona Teague
Margaret Vick
Will Vucurevich

Vision: TCC nurtures Tempe’s sense of community where children, seniors, families and individuals 
care for and about one another.

Mission: TCC’s mission is to connect those in need with those who care. TCC does this by convening 

exemplifying prudent stewardship of resources. 





 Congratulations 
to the 2019 Don Carlos Humanitarian of the Year, 

Christine Hoddy Busch   
Thank you for all you do for so many in Tempe and beyond.

***
A special congratulations also to 

Bernadette Coggins and Brooke Schmidt  
Tempe is blessed to have such selfless individuals caring 

for and helping others in our community! 

With love and blessings,

Tim and Traci Estenson







Wo o d  Fa m i l y  D e n t i s t r y  

i s  p r o u d  t o  s u p p o r t  

t h e  D o n  C a r l o s  H u m a n i t a r i a n  

Awa r d s

  F R E D E R I C K T WO O D.C O M



Lakeshore Music is proud to sponsor 
Tempe Community Council

L A K E S H O R E M U S I C .O R G

B e t h  L e d e r m a n  a n d  J a z z  C o n  A l m a  
B e t h  L e d e r m a n ,  F e l i x  S a i n z ,  a n d  J e r r y  D o n a t o



Tempe Leadership is proud 
to support the Don Carlos 

Humanitarian Awards.

“The best way to find yourself is to lose yourself 
in the service of others.”

— Mahatma Gandhi

Congratulations to all of the 2019 Don Carlos Humantitarian Awardees

DWGREEN.COM



CHARLES TRUMBULL HAYDEN 
TITLE SPONSOR

FOUNDING SPONSORS

Jim Hall 
Lauren Kuby

Andrea & Brandon Willey 
LOCAL 493

TEMPE FIREFIGHTERS

HANDYMAN SERVICE

Your Friendly Neighborhood Handyman

REED'S 

HUMANITARIAN SPONSORS

Jacquelyn Ahrenberg 
Doreen Garlid 

Kim & Todd Naig
Adele & Jay Scherotter 

Joe Schmoker Insurance Agency

THANK YOU
VISIONARY SPONSORS

Traci & Tim Estenson
Margaret Vick

ADVOCATE SPONSORS

IN-KIND SPONSORS

COMMUNITY SPONSORS

Jenny Norton  
& Bob Ramsey



For more information, please visit us online at 
tempecommunitycouncil.org or call 480.858.2300

34 East 7th Street, Tempe, Arizona 85281 
tccinformation@tempe.gov
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